
The Sheep & The Goats



The Olivet Discourse

1.Jesusô prediction of 

the destruction of the 

temple (Matt. 24:1-2). 

2.Jesus gave the signs of 

the destruction of 

Jerusalem (Matt. 24: 

3-35).

3.Jesusô teaching on the 

final judgment (Matt. 

24:36-51).



The Olivet Discourse

4.The parables of the 

virgins and the talents 

(Matthew 25:1-45).

5.The allegory of the 

sheep and the goats 

(Matthew 25:31-46).



The Sheep & The Goats
(Matthew 25:31 -46)

31ñWhen the Son of Man 

comes in His glory, and 

all the holy angels with 

Him, then He will sit on 

the throne of His glory.  
32All the nations will be 

gathered before Him, 

and He will separate 

them one from another, 

as a shepherd divides his

sheep from the goats.ò 



The Sheep & The Goats
(Matthew 25:31 -46)

33ñAnd He will set the 

sheep on His right hand, 

but the goats on the left. 
34Then the King will say 

to those on His right 

hand, óCome, you blessed 

of My Father, inherit the 

kingdom prepared for 

you from the foundation 

of the world:ô



The Sheep & The Goats
(Matthew 25:31 -46)

35ófor I was hungry and 

you gave Me food; I 

was thirsty and you 

gave Me drink; I was a 

stranger and you took 

Me in; 36 I wasnaked 

and you clothed Me; I 

was sick and you visited 

Me; I was in prison and 

you came to Me.ôò 



The Sheep & The Goats
(Matthew 25:31 -46)

37ñThen the righteous 

will answer Him, 

saying, óLord, when did 

we see You hungry and 

feed You,or thirsty and 

give Youdrink? 38

When did we see You a 

stranger and take You

in, or naked and clothe 

You?ô



The Sheep & The Goats
(Matthew 25:31 -46)

39óOr when did we see 

You sick, or in prison, 

and come to You?ô         
40And the King will 

answer and say to 

them, óAssuredly, I say 

to you, inasmuch as you 

did it to one of the least 

of these My brethren, 

you did itto Me.ôò



The Sheep & The Goats
(Matthew 25:31 -46)

41ñThen He will also say 

to those on the left hand, 

óDepart from Me, you 

cursed, into the 

everlasting fire prepared 

for the devil and his 

angels: 42 for I was 

hungry and you gave Me 

no food; I was thirsty 

and you gave Me no 

drink;



The Sheep & The Goats
(Matthew 25:31 -46)

43óI was a stranger and 

you did not take Me in, 

naked and you did not 

clothe Me, sick and in 

prison and you did not 

visit Me.ô 44 Then they also 

will answer Him, saying, 

óLord, when did we see 

You hungry or thirsty or a 

stranger or naked or sick 

or in prison, and did not 

minister to You?ô



The Sheep & The Goats
(Matthew 25:31 -46)

45ñThen He will answer 

them, saying, óAssured-

ly, I say to you, inas-

much as you did not do 

it to one of the least of 

these, you did not do it

to Me.ô 46And these will 

go away into everlasting 

punishment, but the 

righteous into eternal 

life.ò



ñThe figure of the shepherd 

is introduced here to make 

the scene impressive and 

clear; in the language of the 

East, sheep were emblems 

of good men, because of 

their gentle and innocent 

ways; the goats the bad 

men, from their wildness 

and repulsive habitséò

The Sheep & The Goats



ñóOn his right hand, on the 

left hand,ô means places of 

honor and condemnationé

It was the practice of the            

Sanhedrin, the Jewish high 

court, to place the guilty 

person on the left hand of 

the judges, and the innocent 

on the rightéò 

The Sheep & The Goats



The Sheep & The Goats

ñThe two classes are repre-

sentedhere by sheep and 

goats; it is the same class-

ification as that of the just 

and the unjust (Acts 24:15), 

and the same as those that 

enter into life and into 

damnation (John 5:29)éò 

(H. Leo Boles, Commentary 

on Matthew, pg. 487). 



Lessons From The Sheep    
& The Goats

1. The angels will accompany the Lord when He 

returns in judgment (Matt. 25:31).



Parable of the Dragnet 
(Matthew 13:47 -50)

47ñAgain, the kingdom of 

heaven is like a dragnet 

that was cast into the sea 

and gathered some of 

every kind, 48 which, 

when it was full, they 

drew to shore; and they 

sat down and gathered 

the good into vessels, but 

threw the bad away.ò



Parable of the Dragnet 
(Matthew 13:47 -50)

49ñSo it will be at the 

end of the age. The 

angels will come forth, 

separate the wicked 

from among the just,    
50 and cast them into 

the furnace of fire. 

There will be wailing 

and gnashing of 

teeth.ò



Lessons From The Sheep    
& The Goats

2. The Day of Judgment will be universal        

(Matt. 25:32).



The Universal Judgment of God

14 For God will bring every work into judgment, 
Including every secret thing, Whether it is good 
or evil (Ecclesiastes 12:14).



The Universal Judgment of God

For we must all appear before the judgment seat 
of Christ, that each one may receive the things 
done in the body, according to what he has done, 
whether good or bad (2 Corinthians 5:10).



Lessons From The Sheep         
& The Goats

3. We will be judged according to our works  

(Matt. 25:35-45).



The Day of Judgment 

And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before 
God, and books were opened. And another book was 
opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead were 
judged according to their works, by the things which 
were written in the books (Revelation 20:12).



What Are These Books?

òHe who rejects Me, and does not receive My 
words, has that which judges Himñthe word that 
I have spoken will judge him in the last dayó  
(John 12:48).



Lessons From The Sheep         
& The Goats

4. Service to Christians is service to Christ     

(Matt. 25:34-40).



Lessons From The Sheep         
& The Goats

5. To persecute Christians is to persecute Christ   

(Matt. 25:41-45).



Persecuting Christians = 
Persecuting Christ!

üThen Saul, still 

breathing threats and 

murder against the 

disciples of the Lordé 

(Acts 9:1).

üThen he fell to the 

ground, and heard a 

voice saying to him, 

ñSaul, Saul, why are you 

persecuting Me?ò     

(Acts 9:4).



The Body of Christ

And He is the head of the body, the churché 

(Ephesians1:18).
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The Body of Christ

Now you are the body of Christ, and members 

individually (1 Corinthians 12:27).
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Lessons From The Sheep         
& The Goats

6. Heaven and Hell are forever (Matt. 25:46).



Heaven & Hell Are Forever!

òAnd these will go away into everlasting 
punishment, but  the righteous into eternal lifeó 
(Matthew 25:46).



Heaven & Hell Are Forever!

òAnd these will go away into everlasting 
punishment, but  the righteous into eternallifeó 
(Matthew 25:46).Ainios: eternal, 

everlasting, 

forever



What Punishment?

ñThen He will also say to those on the left 

hand, óDepart from Me, you cursed, into the 

everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his 

angelsôò (Matthew 25:41).


